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CITY OF ROCKY RIVER 

 

September 3, 2019 

 

The meeting of the Committee-of-the-Whole was called to order by Mr. Moran, President of Council, 

immediately following the Special Meeting in the David J. Cook Council Chambers. 

 

Council Members Present:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Shepherd, Mr. O’Donnell, Mr. Furry,  

Mr. Sindelar, Mr. Klym, Mr. Moran 

       

Administration:  Mayor Bobst, Mrs. Costello, Mr. Thomas 

 

Law Director:  Mr. Bemer 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

The Mayor discussed the unfortunate paint spill that was discharged down the side of the hill to the 

Rocky River this week.  One individual was arrested and is now released on bond.  Thank you to the 

residents who immediately reported the incident.  Thank you also to Director Costello and 

Superintendent CarrieAnne McConnell who did testing on the water to determine exactly what it was, 

the Coast Guard and the Ohio EPA.  This is serious and they are now planning on how to remove all the 

paint and not allow it into the lake.  The Mayor will provide Council with more information as it is 

gathered.   

 

The Police Station site prep has begun and the security fencing is up.  The roof contractors have access 

to complete the City Hall roof project.  Asbestos was removed and the utilities are being disconnected.  

The uncoupling of the Police Station from the City Hall Building will be next with demolition taking 

place next week.  The Mayor will let Council know in advance exactly when the demolition will take 

place.   

 

Hilliard Blvd. is moving along.  Director Costello and MacKay Engineering received good news this 

morning, that Crossroads is confident that Hilliard Blvd. will be completed this season making it to the 

Westlake line.  The Mayor thanked residents for all the thank you notes received for finally having 

Hilliard Blvd. repaved.  Copies of these thank you notes will be forwarded to County Councilwoman  

Nan Baker and the County for being very helpful partners in this project. 

 

Residential paving has been progressing well.  There have been a few issues in West River Estates, but 

those have been addressed. 

 

Safe Route to Schools bid opening will be this Friday.  This is a project by the Middle School that the 

city has been working on with ODOT and the schools.  Director Costello has been working very closely 

so the Middle School crossing project will commence after a successful bid opening. 

 

Bradstreet’s Landing Update:  The Mayor and Director Costello are trying to get the status of the 

permitting process. There was movement over the summer but now it has been quiet.  Director Costello 

is hopeful she will hear something this week. 
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Council will receive two resolutions regarding DOPWIC applications in packets this Friday.  One 

resolution will be for the WasteWater Treatment Plant and the other for the Morewood Sewer Project.   

 

The Mayor announced that MUNIS went live today.  The 2020 Budget will be on MUNIS.  The drafts 

of the 2020 Budget will be due by September 27th and Council will receive the Budget the first week of 

November.  

 

The Water Trail Meeting was very successful and well attended.  Thank you to Councilmen Shepherd, 

Klym and Moran for attending.  There were very good questions regarding signage and training for 

those using the water trail.  The Mayor thanked the MetroParks for their leadership along with Director 

Costello who has been at the table from the very beginning. 

 

The Beach Clean-up crews just finished a significant beach clean-up.  There were groups this summer 

that helped with clean-up and one individual at Bradstreet’s Landing who actually did this with the 

Alliance for the Great Lakes in Chicago.  This individual did a very good job working independently 

and feverishly and did a lot of great work at Bradstreet’s Landing. 

 

The Westwood Cup was played on Thursday evening.  The Westwood Cup is a football game between 

Westlake High School and Rocky River High School who have not played one another for some time, 

but has remained a healthy rivalry.  Westwood Country Club sponsored this and had the teams in for 

dinner on Sunday night followed by the game on Thursday.  Mayor Clough and Mayor Bobst had a 

small wager involving Mitchell’s ice cream.  The Mayor is happy to report that Mayor Clough lost and 

she enjoyed a banana split.  In addition, Westwood Country Club provided $500.00 scholarships to both 

Education Foundations for each school.  Thank you to Westwood Country Club for creating this fun 

event.   

 

The Ladder Truck will be in service this week.  The truck is outfitted, will be inspected and has visited 

all the buildings where it would be use if needed, for staging and operation. The Westshore Enforcement 

Bureau also received a grant for $110,000 for the purchase of a bomb robot, due to the efforts of Kenny 

Thompson and others.   

 

The new Rocky River Chamber Offices have moved and are now located on Smith Court.  The Chamber 

donated several items of office furniture to the City of Rocky River which was very much appreciated.   

 

The Mayor distributed the new 2019 Fall Recreation Program Guide to Council this evening.  Tonight 

was also the Dog Swim at the outdoor pool. 

 

This summer, the Velosano Kids Trike and Bike Program raised $33,000 by obtaining sponsors or 

having lemonade stands, to combat and find a cure for childhood cancer.  Thank you to the parent 

leadership, Director Costello and Shelley Sollars who worked to ensure their safety during the event.   

 

Tomorrow is the Westshore Senior Center Chair Volleyball Tournament of Champions being hosted by 

the Rocky River Senior Center.  The Horse Racing Fund Raiser will be held on Friday at the Civic 

Center.   

 

Sunday there will be a 9/11 Motorcycle Procession through the City of Rocky River.  Thank you to 

Chief Stillman and Director Costello who will ensure a safe and uninterrupted procession. 
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Mayor Bobst extended sympathies to the family and friends of Tom Allen, the former Law Director of 

the City of Rocky River from 1963-1975.  Mr. Allen also served on the Tax Review Committee.  Tom 

always had a positive attitude and always wanted to have fun.  He continued to enjoy his visits to City 

Hall in the years after he served.  Mr. Allen’s Celebration of Life will be at Behind the Woods on 

Saturday from 1:00–4:00 p.m. with remarks beginning at 2:30 p.m.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Planning, Zoning and Economic Development: President Moran said 

that there was a Design and Review Meeting this evening with five issues presented.  One issue was 

tabled, two issues passed along with discussion regarding 700 River.  More details were discussed and 

Mr. Moran thanked Law Director Bemer for being in attendance.   This is moving forward with more 

details regarding the Townhouses and Condominiums.  Potentially, there will be another pre-preliminary 

Planning Meeting within the next two weeks.   

 

COMMUNICATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS:  President Moran discussed the Pickle Ball Courts at 

Tri-City Park.  Safety-Service Director Costello and Recreation Director Bob Holub are looking at the 

possibility of a buffer for the noise of the actual pickle ball.   

 

President Moran discussed the three Liquor License Requests received by Council.  BTMack 

LLC/Flipside and Char B&B LLC were approved.  BEA Bubbly LLC will be held to obtain more 

information regarding the establishment.  Councilman Shepherd recused himself from voting on the 

BTMack/Flipside request.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 55-19: Mr. O’Donnell stated that this is in position to pass as there are no 

changes in the millage per the County.  This will be read for a third time with passage next week.     

 

RESOLUTION NO. 61-19: Mr. Shepherd said this is the Water Trail project.  The meeting was very 

helpful with good ideas.  Mr. Shepherd was paddle boarding today from Bradstreet’s Landing to Wagar 

Beach and noticed that the iconic structure at the end of the Wagar Pier is collapsing.  The Mayor said 

that that belongs to the homeowner.   

 

Mr. Shepherd suggested a water spigot be installed along the water trail for participants to rinse their 

feet.  Director Costello also mentioned that there was a suggestion to have the “No Wake Zone” 

repainted on the break wall section of the river at the mouth of  Lake Erie.  Director Costello called the 

Coast Guard and is waiting to hear back regarding that service.   

 

RESOLUTION NO. 62-19: Mr. Sindelar stated that this is literally the annual housekeeping 

ordinance.  Ohio Valley Supply and Maintenance Co. has been the city’s preferred supplier for years 

and are the lowest and best bid.  This contract allows the city to shop on the open market for supplies, 

should they be lower than that at Ohio Valley Supply and Maintenance Co.   

 

 Mr. Shepherd will recuse himself from voting on this as Ohio Valley Supply and Maintenance 

Co. is a client of his.   

 

RESOLUTION NO. 65-19:  Mr. Klym said that this was discussed at the Special Meeting this 

evening.  There will be a second read next week.   
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NEW BUSINESS:  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 63-19:  Mr. O’Donnell stated that this is an annual resolution requesting the 

Cuyahoga County Fiscal Officer advance pay special assessments prior to the final reconciliation 

disbursement to the City.  By making this request, the City will receive the 2019 special assessments 

paid in 2020.  This will have three full reads. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 64-19: Mr. O’Donnell stated that this is an annual resolution requesting the 

Cuyahoga County Fiscal Officer advance pay property taxes prior to the final reconciliation 

disbursement to the City.  By making this request, the City will receive the 2019 property taxes, for the 

first half collection cycle, the monies will be paid first in mid-January with a second payment in 

February, instead of waiting until the final reconciliation disbursement in late March or early April.  

This will have three full reads. 

 

A Resolution Requesting the Cuyahoga County Fiscal Officer to Advance Taxes Held from the Proceeds 

of Special Assessments for the Tax Year 2019 Pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code 

 

A Resolution Requesting the Cuyahoga County Fiscal Officer to Advance Taxes From the Proceeds of 

all Tax Levies for the Tax year 2019 Pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code 

 

An Emergency Resolution Ratifying the Mayor’s or Her Designee’s Application to Participate in Ohio 

Public Works Commission’s State Capital Improvement and/or Local Transportation Program(s) for the 

Collver Road / Oak Road / Morewood Parkway (From Wagar to Railroad Tracks) Storm and Sanitary 

Improvement Project and to Execute Contracts as Required 

 

A Resolution Requesting that the City of Rocky River Apply for Financial Assistance from the Ohio 

Public Works Commission’s State Capital Improvement Program for the Funding of the Rocky River 

Wastewater Treatment Plan Final Clarifier Rehabilitation Project, and Declaring an Emergency 

 

An Emergency Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor and Safety Service Director to Enter into a Contract 

with Specialized Construction, Inc. for the 2019 Crack & Joint Sealing Program in an Amount not to 

Exceed $85,600.00 

 

An Emergency Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor and/or the Safety Service Director to Purchase One 

(1) 2019 Refuse White Goods Truck Chassis for the Service Division Under the Ohio Department of 

Transportation’s Cooperative Purchasing Act From Valley Freightliner, Inc. at a Cost not to Exceed 

$77,906.00 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: President Moran wished Councilman Furry and Clerk of Council 

Pease a happy birthday! 

 

As there was no further business by members of Council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:47 p.m. 
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James W. Moran     Susan G. Pease 

President of Council  Clerk of Council 


